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Part A 
 

Qualifications Profile 
for the  

Bachelor’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music  
and the  

Master’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music 
 
 

1. General 
 
The Bachelor’s Programme and Master’s Programme Catholic and Protestant 
Church Music, with their different requirements profiles, serve to educate students 
through engagement with research and art. Graduates of the Bachelor's Programme 
have command of the fundamental academic and artistic skills and approaches 
necessary for professional work. Building on these, graduates of the Master's 
Programme have extended skills and abilities with specialisation in the chosen study 
emphases: Organ – Choral and Orchestral Conducting, Organ – Gregorian Chant, 
Organ – Liturgical Composition, Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Gregorian 
Chant, Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Liturgical Composition. 
 

2. Bachelor's Programme Qualifications 
 
Graduates of the Bachelor's Programme are qualified to deal with all aspects of 
church music as church musicians, organists and choral directors. 
They have comprehensive knowledge of church music including contemporary 
church music and Neues Geistliches Lied [modern worship songs], taking into 
account current liturgical references and the integration of all forms of spiritual music 
into the life of the church and society. In addition, they have developed the ability to 
communicate with experts and laypeople alike and can evaluate technical information 
and ideas, as well as identifying problems and solutions to those problems. They are 
able to accept innovation and change. They are rooted in the Austrian church music 
tradition, which is highly respected internationally. They are aware of the 
extraordinary educational role that church music plays in musical life and its 
traditional affiliation with music education. Graduates can apply the skills they have 
acquired to jobs directly related to their studies and to alternative or new areas of 
work in a professional manner. 
  
Graduates of the Bachelor's Programme have the following competences: choral and 
orchestral conducting (including children’s and youth choirs), voice training/singing, 
organ, organ improvisation and liturgical organ playing, hymnology, liturgical and 
theological training, Gregorian chant, composition and fundamentals of liturgical 
composition, theory and history of music, piano. The skills and abilities acquired in 
these fields are based on the latest research and development in the arts. They 
enable graduates to apply knowledge and understanding so that they demonstrate a 
professional approach to the broad spectrum of professional activities and the ability 
to devise and develop arguments and solutions to problems in their own field of 
expertise within church music. This includes the development of learning skills for 
extensive, self-guided, lifelong continuing professional development.  
 
 



The work of graduates of the Bachelor’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church 
Music primarily consists of  
 

 facilitating church music in the liturgy of the catholic and protestant church as an 
organist, choral director, cantor, director of vocal and instrumental ensembles or 
orchestras, including children's and youth groups, director of a Choral schola 
[choir that sings Gregorian chant/plainsong], 

 managing sacred music outside the liturgy e.g. in (church) concerts, 

 musical education work in the parish and region, 

 particular promotion of singing in general, which these days largely takes place 
only in church services, 

 educational activities relating to the role of church music, 

 ecumenical activities relating to church music that are particularly necessary and 
fruitful between the catholic and the protestant church and all other Christian 
churches 

 offering specialist advice for structuring church services and (church) concerts, 
choosing choral and organ repertoire, setting up and maintaining music archives, 

 carrying out the organisational tasks associated with the job, 

 offering advice on organ building matters (construction, restoration and 
maintenance), 

 involvement in cultural life, e.g. in institutions, associations, communities, 

 development of vocal and instrumental ensembles and groups (for all age groups) 
that are key both to building community and community awareness and to social 
integration, and 

 training and developing (non-professional) organists, choral and ensemble 
directors and cantors at their place of work and in the region (deanery, district).  

 
 

3. Master’s Programme Qualifications 
 
Graduates of the Master's Programme are qualified, as church musicians and as 
organists, choral directors and cantors, to manage, evaluate and develop all aspects 
of church music. They have extensive knowledge of the gamut of church music, 
including from academic, artistic, historic, current and potential future perspectives. 
This knowledge includes, in particular, contemporary church music and Neues 
Geistliches Lied. They manage and develop church music, while taking into account 
current liturgical reference and integrating all forms of spiritual music into the life of 
the church and society. In addition they have developed the ability to communicate 
with experts and laypeople alike, and can develop and evaluate technical information 
and ideas, identify and offer solutions to problems and present their knowledge and 
rational arguments at all levels. They are able to initiate and guide innovation and 
change. They are rooted in the Austrian church music tradition, which is highly 
respected internationally. They are aware of the extraordinary educational role that 
church music plays in musical life and its traditional affiliation with music education. 
Graduates can apply the skills they have acquired to jobs directly related to their 
studies and to alternative or new areas of work in a professional manner. 
 
Graduates of the Master's Programme have the following competences: choral and 
orchestral conducting (including children's and youth choir), organ, organ 
improvisation and liturgical organ playing, Gregorian chant, liturgical composition. 
Depending on the study emphases chosen they develop a specialism in, and 



particular in-depth knowledge of instrumental, vocal and academic subjects. The 
deepening of academic knowledge through research-led teaching, which also 
includes a master's thesis, places graduates in a position to apply the knowledge 
acquired in a broad, multidisciplinary context. Furthermore, it enables them to form 
critical judgements within the context of the complexity of the subject and to develop 
an ability to learn that equips them for self-guided, autonomous continuing 
professional development. Specialisation in areas of church music leads to a focus 
on the highest possible qualifications in the chosen disciplines. Such qualifications 
are necessary for professional activities that call for a high level of technical 
expertise. 
a) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Choral and Orchestral 
Conducting equips graduates in particular to deal with all fields of sacred choral and 
choral/orchestral music in liturgy and concerts. They have the fundamental skills for 
professional work with both amateur ensembles and professional groups and the 
necessary background knowledge to make extensive use of historical and current 
repertoire. 
a) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Organ equips graduates in 
particular to perform organ repertoire from all periods, including the modern period, in 
liturgy and concerts. They are experienced in all fields of artistic improvisation and in 
all forms of liturgical organ playing for masses, daily offices, celebration of 
sacraments and other types of church services. They act as an accompanist for 
soloists, ensembles, choirs and orchestras as well as appearing alongside them as a 
soloist. 
c) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Gregorian chant equips 
graduates in particular to manage the repertoire of liturgical monody from all periods, 
but particularly from the early and high mediaeval period, including the forms of 
associated customary and composed polyphony in liturgy and concerts. Their 
knowledge of this repertoire extends beyond the current publications and as a result 
of their academic knowledge, they are able to develop and prepare new performance 
material from the manuscript sources.  
d) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Liturgical Composition 
equips graduates in particular to compose works for liturgy and sacred concerts, in 
dialogue with and integrated into the different forms of contemporary music. They 
acquire the necessary knowledge to develop suitably functional and artistically 
cohesive liturgical music that fits the ritual of the liturgy as a whole and can also 
include opportunities for congregational participation. Graduates are able to arrange 
liturgical music for specific situations at all levels required in ecclesiastical music and 
prepare Gebrauchsmusik (utility music) with artistic merit.  
 
The structure of the curriculum enables students:  

 to choose emphases in their vocal or instrumental training in the master’s 
programme through 5 possible options, 

 to complete parts of the study programme at other internationally recognised 
universities (e.g. within the EU and in the USA) 

 and to qualify for an academic and/or artistic doctoral programme. 
 
Graduates of the Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music are 
particularly equipped, beyond the qualifications acquired in the bachelor’s 
programme, to take on artistic, academic, educational and organisational roles of 
interregional significance: 
 



 at places such as cathedrals or collegiate churches that demand the highest level 
of artistic excellence in their vocal and/or instrumental music, 

 at places that have overall responsibility for the ecclesiastical music of a region, a 
diocese or a province, 

 at places that have central responsibility for ecclesiastical music education and 
training, 

 composing, editing and arranging music for the liturgy and extra-liturgical events,  

 directing, forming and overseeing academic research for Gregorian choirs and 
ensembles, 

 acquiring competence for organ research, and 

 carrying out academic and/or artistic work in university and non-university fields. 
 
After completing their studies, graduates therefore work primarily in the following 
areas: 
 

 at cathedral churches, in parishes and at churches with particular liturgical and 
cultural roles, 

 in regional and diocesan church posts, 

 in conservatoires for church music and music schools, 

 in universities, 

 in cultural management and tourism (cultural tourism) 

 in music archives, 

 in the publishing sector and media, and 

 in freelance capacities. 
 

In combination with theological and/or educational training (additional training): 
 

 as pastoral assistants, 

 teaching at various types of schools, in adult education, at training institutes and 
at other educational institutions, 

 in libraries, and 

 in liturgical institutes and pastoral offices. 
  



Part B 
 

Curriculum 
 

1 General Provisions 
 
 
§ 1 Educational principles 
 
(1)  The objective of the study programme is to educate students through 

engagement with research and art and through academic and artistic preparation 
for a career as an academic church musician. 

 
(2)  The study programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music at the University of 

Music and the Performing Arts Graz imparts key knowledge and methods that 
enable graduates to carry out highly-skilled, independent management of all 
aspects of church music. 

 
(3)  Basic information on the structure and content of the programme can be found in 

the introductory qualifications profile. 
 
 
§ 2 Structure  
 
The study programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music at the University of 
Music and Performing Arts Graz is split into the Bachelor’s Programme Catholic and 
Protestant Church Music and the subsequent Master’s Programme Catholic and 
Protestant Church Music with its five study emphases: Organ – Choral and 
Orchestral Conducting, Organ – Gregorian Chant, Organ – Liturgical Composition, 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Gregorian Chant and Choral and Orchestral 
Conducting – Liturgical Composition.  
 
§ 3 Duration  
 
(1)  The duration of the bachelor’s programme is eight semesters and of the master’s 

programme is four semesters. 
 
(2)  The bachelor's programme is worth 240 ECTS credits in total and the master’s 

programme is worth 120 ECTS credits in total. 
 
 
§ 4 Courses  
 
§ 4a Types of courses  
 
The “Description of the types of courses at KUG”, which is published on the KUG 
homepage, outlines the types of courses in this curriculum. 
 
  



§ 4b Assessment  
 
Apart from lecture courses, all other courses are assessed continuously. The course 
leader must state the type of assessment before the start of the course. Attendance 
of at least 80% is required to complete a continual assessment course successfully. 
In the case of the mixed format VU [lecture with exercise], completion of the exercise 
block is required in order to sit the examination for the lecture. 
 
§ 4c Registration for courses  
 
(1) Courses with the same name that extend over one semester generally follow 

each other. Exceptions to this are: 
 
Liturgy (both Catholic and Protestant) 
Hymnology (both Catholic and Protestant) 
Gregorian chant electives 
History of Church Music 
Music History 
Applied Acoustics and Study of Musical Instruments 
 
Registration for a course in a later semester is therefore only possible if the 
previous courses of the same name have been fully and successfully completed. 

 
(2) Registration for the following courses also requires successful completion of the 

courses as specified below: 
Musical Form    requires Compositional Technique 5, 
Introduction to Composition    Compositional Technique 6 
Gregorian Chant Conducting    Semiology 2 
Solo Singing in Gregorian Chant   Semiology 2 
Palaeography      Semiology 2 
Hymnology      Voice Training 2 
Score Playing      Piano 4 
Jazz Improvisation and Jazz Phrasing on  Improvisation and Liturgical 
Keyboard Instruments            Organ Playing 2 
 
 

§ 5  Recognition of examinations and ECTS credits 
 
(1) The provisions of § 78 UG and §§ 1, 2(1), 2(3) and 3 of the KUG Recognition 
Regulations, as amended, apply with respect to the recognition of examinations and 
academic achievements. 
 
(2) If a partner institution uses the ECTS fully, examinations will be recognised in 
ECTS credits. If this is not the case, courses will be recognised in semester hours. 
Applications for recognition of examinations completed by students must be 
submitted to the Dean of Studies.  
 
§ 6  Proof of Knowledge of the German Language 
 
(1)  Persons studying for the bachelor's programme who are not native German 

speakers must provide evidence that their knowledge of German corresponds to 



level B2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR) before registering to continue the study programme for the third 
semester.  

 
(2)  Persons studying for the master’s programme who are not native German 

speakers must provide evidence that their knowledge of German corresponds to 
level B2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR) before registering to continue the study programme for the third 
semester. 

 
§ 7 Final examinations in the major artistic subjects (ZKF) to complete the 
study programme  
 
(1) In the bachelor's programme, the final part examinations in the major artistic 
subjects will be held in front of an examination board for the subjects Organ, 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing and Choral and Orchestral 
Conducting, in accordance with § 16 of this curriculum. Positive assessment of the 
bachelor’s thesis is a precondition for registration for the final examinations in the 
major artistic subjects. The precondition for taking the final examinations is 
successful completion of all courses from the first, up to and including the seventh 
semester. Evidence of this must be provided no later than ten days before the first 
final part examination. For Piano and Voice Training, evidence of three public 
performances in each must be provided before registration for the final examinations 
(concert programmes must be submitted as evidence). For Hymnology and 
Gregorian Chant Conducting, evidence of two public performances in each must 
be provided.  
The final examination in the major artistic subjects will be graded "pass" if all final 
part examinations have been positively assessed. It will be graded "pass with 
distinction" if the final part examinations are graded "very good" on average and none 
of these examinations have been graded lower than "good".  The bachelor's 
programme is complete if all courses for this curriculum, the final examinations in the 
major artistic subjects, and the bachelor’s thesis have been positively assessed. 
 
(2) In the Bachelor's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music, the subject 
Piano, which is not part of the final examinations in the major artistic subjects, 
concludes with an examination in front of an examination board.  
 
 
(3) In the Master’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music with study 
emphasis on Organ – Choral and Orchestral Conducting, the concluding part of 
the final examinations in the major artistic subjects for Organ, Improvisation and 
Liturgical Organ Playing and Choral and Orchestral Conducting will be held in 
accordance with § 25 of this curriculum. 
 

(4) In the Master’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music with study 
emphasis on Organ – Gregorian Chant, the concluding part of the final 
examinations in the major artistic subjects for Organ, Improvisation and Liturgical 
Organ Playing and Gregorian Chant will be held in accordance with § 29 of this 
curriculum. 
 



(5) In the Master’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music with study 
emphasis on Organ – Liturgical Composition, the concluding part of the final 
examinations in the major artistic subjects for Organ, Improvisation and Liturgical 
Organ Playing and Liturgical Composition will be held in accordance with § 33 of 
this curriculum. 
 
(6) In the Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music with study 
emphasis on Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Gregorian Chant, the 
concluding part of the final examinations in the major artistic subjects for Choral and 
Orchestral Conducting and Gregorian Chant will be held in accordance with § 37 
of this curriculum. 
 
(7) In the Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music with study 
emphasis on Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Liturgical Composition, the 
concluding part of the final examinations in the major artistic subjects for Choral and 
Orchestral Conducting and Liturgical Composition will be held in accordance with 
§ 41 of this curriculum. 
 
(8) In the master's programme, the subjects Voice Training and Cantor Singing, 
which are not part of the final examinations in the major artistic subjects, conclude 
with an examination in front of an examination board.  
 
(9) In the master's programme, the prerequisite for taking the parts of the final 
examinations in the major artistic subjects is successful completion of all courses 
from the first, up to and including the third semester. Evidence of this must be 
provided no later than ten days before the first final part examination. The final 
examination in the major artistic subjects will be graded "pass" if all final part 
examinations have been positively assessed. It will be graded "pass with distinction" 
if the final part examinations are graded "very good" on average and none of these 
examinations have been graded lower than "good". The master’s degree is complete 
if all courses for this curriculum, the final examinations in the major artistic subjects, 
and the master’s thesis have been positively assessed.  
 
(10) The members of the examination board are free to ask the candidates in-depth 
questions and set tasks related to the examination programme. 

 
  



 
2. Bachelor's Programme 

 
§ 8 Admission examination  
 
(1)  The admission examination consists of two parts. The first part is written and 

the second part is practical. Both parts must be completed successfully in 
order to pass the admission examination.  

 
(2) Theoretical examination: 
 

a) Aural test – tasks including the following: identifying time signature and 
anacrusis, determining major/minor tonality, melodic dictation, rhythmic 
dictation, identifying chords played several times (possible options: major, 
minor, diminished or augmented triads in root position, first inversion or 
second inversion; seventh chord in root position, added sixth chord or seventh 
chord in first or second inversion), identifying the number of 
voices/instruments in vocal or instrumental works. Duration approx. 45 
minutes. 

b) Music theory – tasks including the following: 
Music theory terms, determining and notating pitches and intervals in the 
treble, bass and alto clefs. Determining and notating major and minor scales, 
fundamentals of church modes.  
Knowledge of chords, chord structure, chord sequences and harmonic 
relations (degrees, functions and figured bass). 

 Note values, metre, rhythmic notation.  
Duration approx. 60 minutes. 

 
(3) Practical examination  
  

a) Playing a prepared, four-part motet notated on four staves from the score 
(equivalent in difficulty to G. P. da Palestrina: Sicut cervus).  
 

b) Conducting three prepared works from different eras (equivalent in difficulty to 
H. L. Hassler: Dixit Maria, F. Mendelssohn-Bartholdy: Jauchzet dem Herrn alle 
Welt. H. Distler: Lobet den Herren) 

 
c) Voice: 

1. Performance of a sacred aria and an art song 
2. Sight-singing 

 
d) Organ repertoire: 

Performance of a baroque and a romantic composition, plus a work composed 
post 1930, all of medium difficulty.  
 

e) Organ improvisation: 
Free harmonisation of a specified song from Gotteslob or the Evangelisches 
Gesangsbuch. 

 
f) Piano: 

Performance of three pieces of medium difficulty from different periods.  



 
§ 9 Orientation period  
 
In the Bachelor’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music the first two 
semesters are defined as an orientation period. 
 
§ 10 Study emphases 
 
In the Bachelor's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music students must 
choose study emphases worth 14 (catholic) or 12 (protestant) sem. hrs. or 12 ECTS 
credits. Students can choose from the following study emphases: 

a) Catholic Liturgy 1, 2; Exercises in Gregorian Chant 1-4; Semiology 1, 
2; Gregorian Chant Conducting 1, 2 

b) Protestant Liturgy 1, 2; Protestant Hymnology 1, 2; Church/Bible 
Studies; Semiology 1 

The chosen study emphases will be noted on the bachelor's degree certificate.  
 
§ 11 Completion of subject-related practical training  
 
In the major artistic subject Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing, students must 
complete practical training by playing the organ in 50 church services beginning in 
the 2nd semester. Evidence of the practical training must be provided when 
registering for the final examinations in the major artistic subjects.  
In addition, evidence of 10 instances of conducting (a cappella motets or sections 
from an a cappella mass, sections from settings of the Ordinary with instrumental 
accompaniment, movements from cantatas or similar) must be provided. 
This practical training is part of the workload for the major artistic subject 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing or Choral and Orchestral Conducting.  
 
§ 12 Maximum number of participants for bachelor’s degree courses  
 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting KG    08 
Improvisation Practice, Foundation Level KG  08 
Improvisation Practice, Advanced Level KG  08 
Compositional Technique       08 
Aural Training      10 
Gregorian Chant Conducting    05 
Introduction to Composition    03 
 
If necessary the specified subjects will be offered in parallel courses. 
 
§ 13 Bachelor’s thesis  
 
(1) For the bachelor's programme an independent academic thesis of approx. 40,000 
characters must be prepared in accordance with the provisions of the "Guidelines for 
written theses at KUG" as amended.  

  
(2) 6 ECTS credits will be awarded for the thesis. 
 
(3) The bachelor's thesis may be written as part of any of the following courses: 

 



 
a)  Courses from Liturgy (catholic or protestant) 
b)  Courses from Hymnology (catholic or protestant) 
c)  Courses from History of Church Music 
d)  Courses from Gregorian Chant  
e)  Courses from Church/Bible Study 
f)  Courses from History of the Organ and Organ Music 

 
§ 14 Table of credit hours in semester hours 
 

   Sem. hrs. 

Subjects 
Course 

type 
Sem. 
hrs. 

Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  Sem. 5  Sem. 6  Sem. 7  Sem. 8  

 
Major artistic subjects: 

 
 32  

Organ 1-8 KE 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Improvisation and Liturgical 
Organ Playing 1-8 
a) Improvisation and Liturgical 
Organ Playing 
b) Practical Improvisation  
Foundation Level 1-4 
Advanced Level 5-8 

 
 
KG (1-2) 
KE (3-8) 

 
KG 

 
 

8 
 
 
8 
 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 
 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 
 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 

 
 
1 
 
 
1 

Choral and Orchestral 
Conducting 

KG (1-6) 
KE (7-8) 

8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

    

Compulsory subjects  84/86        

Aural Training 1-4 UE 8 2 2 2 2     

Compositional Technique 1-6 VU 12 2 2 2 2 2 2   

Musical Form  SE 2      2   

Introduction to Composition 1,2 KG 4     2 2   

Music History 3,4 VO 4   2 2     

History of Church Music 1,2 VO 2 1 1       

Choral Church Music 1-8 UE 16 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Voice Training 1-8 KE 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Score Playing 1,2 KE 2     1 1   

Piano 1-6 KE 6 1 1 1 1 1 1   

History of the Organ and Organ 
Music 

VO 2       2  

Organ Excursion  EX 2       2  

Hymnology 1,2 VU 4   2 2     

Either: 
Catholic study emphases: 

 
 14         

Catholic Liturgy 1,2 VU 4 2 2       

Exercises in Gregorian Chant 1-4 UE 4 1 1 1 1     

Semiology 1,2 VU 4 2 2       

Gregorian Chant Conducting 1,2 KG 2    1 1    

 
Or: 

Protestant study emphases: 
 

 12         

Protestant Liturgy 1,2 VU 4 2 2       

Protestant Hymnology 1,2 VU 4   2 2     

Church/Bible Studies  VO 2     2    

Semiology 1 VU 2 2        



 

Electives 
Course 
Type 

Sem. hrs. 

Courses worth 20 ECTS 
credits must be completed 

from the following subjects (for 
ECTS credits see table § 15) 

History of Gregorian Chant (Elective) VO 2 

 

Musical Form of Gregorian Chant (Elective) VO 2 

Palaeography (Elective) VU 2 

Exercises in Gregorian Chant (Elective) 1-4 UE 4 

Solo Singing in Gregorian Chant (Elective)  UE 2 

Gregorian Chant Projects/Excursion (Elective) 1,2 PR/EX 2 

Advanced Gregorian Chant Conducting (Elective) 1,2 UE 2 

Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 1 VO 2 

Latin 1-4  VU 4 

Conducting Studio (Elective) 1-4 UE 8 

Children’s and Youth Choir 1,2  UE 2 

Practical Choral Voice Training UE 1 

Interpretation Seminar (Elective) SE 2 

Max. 4 ECTS credits total from Choral Singing: 
Choir, Chamber Choir or Church Music Project Choir  

UE 8  

Job Shadowing in Orchestra Rehearsals 1,2 UE 2  

Score Playing (Elective) 1,2 KE 2  

Didactics of Elementary Music Education VO 1  

Elementary Music Education Practice  PR 1  

Speech Training for Voice 1,2 UE 2  

Organ Excursion (Elective) 1,2 EX 2  

Organ Practical Training 1-4 UE 3.5  

Jazz Improvisation and Jazz Phrasing on Keyboard Instruments 
(Elective) 1,2  

UE 2  

Piano (Elective) 1,2 KE  2  

Organ Repertoire Study  VO 2  

Applied Acoustics and Study of Musical Instruments 1,2 VO 2  

Arrangement and Applied Music 1,2 VU 2  

Music History 1,2 VO 4  

Music after 1900 VO 2  

Music after 1945 VO 2  

Introduction to Instrumental Music Education VU 2  

Didactics and Methodology of Keyboard Instruments 1 VO 2  

Didactics and Methodology of Keyboard Instruments 2 VO 1  

Specific Didactics of the Organ  SE 1  

Basic Principles of Academic Research  VO 1  

Techniques of Primary Research VO 1  

    

Bachelor’s Thesis     

 

  



§ 15 ECTS credits 
 

   ECTS credits 

Fachbezeichnungen 
Subjects 

Course 
type 

ECTS Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  Sem. 5  Sem. 6  Sem. 7  Sem. 8  

 
Zentrale künstlerische Fächer 

Major artistic subjects 

 

 130  

Orgel 1-8 
Organ 1-8 

KE 48 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 

Improvisation und liturgisches 
Orgelspiel 1-8 
Organ/Improvisation 1-8 
a) Improvisation und liturgisches 
Orgelspiel  
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ 
Playing 
b) Praxis der Improvisation  
Grundstufe 1-4 
Aufbaustufe 5-8 
Improvisation Practice  
Foundation Level 1-4 
Advanced Level 5-8 

 
 
 
 

KG (1-2) 
KE (3-8) 

 
 
 
 

KG 
 

 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 

 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

Chor- und Orchesterdirigieren 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting 

KG (1-6) 
KE (7-8) 

38 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 

    

 
Pflichtfächer 

Compulsory subjects 
 

 84  

Gehörschulung 1-4 
Aural Training 1-4 

UE 8 2 2 2 2     

Tonsatz 1-6 
Compositional Technique 1-6 

VU 15 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5   

Formenlehre 
Musical Form  

SE 2      2   

Einführung in die Komposition 1,2 
Introduction to Composition 1,2 

KG 4     2 2   

Musikgeschichte 3,4 
Music History 1,2 

VO 4   2 2     

Geschichte der Kirchenmusik 1,2 
Church Music History 1,2 

VO 2 1 1       

Chor-Kirchenmusik 1-8 
Choral Church Music 1-8 

UE 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Stimmbildung 1-8 
Voice Training  

KE 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Partiturspiel 1,2 
Score Playing 1,2 

KE 2     1 1   

Klavier 1-6 
Piano 1-6 

KE 12 2 2 2 2 2 2   

Geschichte der Orgel und ihrer 
Musik  
History of the Organ and Organ 
Music  

VO 2       2  

Exkursion Orgel 
Organ Excursion  

EX 1       1  

Hymnologie 1,2 
Hymnology 1,2 

VU 4   2 2     



Entweder:  
Schwerpunktfächer Katholisch 

Either: Catholic study emphases 
 

          

Liturgik katholisch 1,2 
Catholic Liturgy 1,2 

VU 4 2 2       

Übungen im Gregorianischen 
Choral 1-4 
Exercises in Gregorian Chant 1-4 

UE 2 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5     

Semiologie 1,2 
Semiology 1,2 

VU 4 2 2       

Choraldirigieren 1,2  
Gregorian Chant Conducting 1,2 

KG 2   1 1     

 
Oder: 

Schwerpunktfächer Evangelisch 
Or: Protestant study emphases 

 

          

Liturgik evangelisch 1,2 
Protestant Liturgy 1,2  

VU 4 2 2       

Hymnology evangelisch 1,2 
Protestant Hymnology 1,2 

VU 4   2 2     

Kirchenkunde/Bibelkunde  
Church/Bible Studies  

VO 2     2    

Semiologie 1 
Semiology 1 

VU 2 2        

 

Wahlfächer 
Electives 

Course 
Type 

ECTS 
credits 

Aus den folgenden Fächern 
sind Lehrveranstaltungen im 
Umfang von 20 ECTS-Credits 

zu absolvieren.  
Courses worth 20 ECTS 
credits must be completed 

from the following subjects (for 
ECTS credits see table § 15. 

Geschichte der Gregorianik WF 
History of Gregorian Chant (Elective) 

VO 2  

Formenlehre der Gregorianik WF 
Musical Form of Gregorian Chant (Elective) 

VO 2  

Paläographie WF 
Palaeography (Elective) 

VU 2  

Übungen im Greg. Choral WF 1-4 
Exercises in Gregorian Chant (Elective) 1-4  

UE 2  

Sologesänge der Gregorianik WF 
Solo Singing in Gregorian Chant (Elective) 

UE 2  

Projekte/Exkursion im Bereich Gregorianik WF 1,2 
Gregorian Chant Projects/Excursion (Elective) 1,2 

PR/ 
EX 

2  

Choraldirigieren Vertiefung WF 1,2 
Advanced Gregorian Chant Conducting (Elective) 1,2 

UE 2 

 

Spezialvorlesung Theologie WF 1 
Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 1 

VO 2 

Latein 1-4 
Latin 1-4 

VU 4 

Dirigierstudio WF 1-4 
Conducting Studio (Elective) 1-4 

UE 8 

Kinder- und Jugendchor 1,2 
Children’s and Youth Choir  

UE/ 
PR 

2 

Praxis der chorischen Stimmbildung 
Practical Choral Voice Training  

UE 1 



Interpretationsseminar WF 
Interpretation Seminar (Elective) 

SE 2 

Aus dem Bereich Chorsingen insgesamt max. 4 ECTS-Credits: 
Chor 
Kammerchor oder 
Projektchor-Kirchenmusik  
Max. 4 ECTS credits from Choral Singing:  
Choir 
Chamber Choir or 
Church Music Project Choir 

UE 4 

Hospitation bei Orchesterproben 1,2 
Job Shadowing in Orchestra Rehearsals 1,2 

UE 2 

Partiturspiel WF 1,2 
Score Playing (Elective) 1,2 

KE 2 

Didaktik der elementaren Musikpädagogik  
Didactics of Elementary Music Education  

VO 1 

Praxis der elementaren Musikpädagogik 
Elementary Music Education Practice  

PR 1 

Sprecherziehung für Gesang 1,2 
Speech Training for Voice 1,2 

UE 2 

Exkursion Orgel WF 1,2 
Organ Excursion (Elective) 1,2 

EX 2 

Orgelpraktikum 1-4 
Organ Practical Training 1-4 

UE 7 

Jazzimprovisation und Jazzphrasierung auf Tasteninstrumenten 
WF 1,2 
Jazz Improvisation and Jazz Phrasing on Keyboard Instruments 
(Elective) 1,2 

UE 2 

Klavier WF 1,2 
Piano (Elective) 1,2  

KE 4 

Orgelliteraturkunde  
Organ Repertoire Study  

VO 2 

Angewandte Akustik und Instrumentenkunde 1,2 
Applied Acoustics and Study of Musical Instruments 1,2 

VO 2 

Arrangement und angewandte Musik 1,2 
Arrangement and Applied Music 1,2 

VU 3 

Musikgeschichte 1,2 
Music History 1,2 

VO 4 

Musik nach 1900 
Music after 1900 

VO 2 

Musik nach 1945 
Music after 1945 

VO 2 

Einführung in die Instrumentalpädagogik 
Introduction to Instrumental Music Education 

VU 3 

Didaktik und Methodik der Tasteninstrumente 1 
Didactics and Methodology of Keyboard Instruments 1 

VO 2 

Didaktik und Methodik der Tasteninstrumente 2 
Didactics and Methodology of Keyboard Instruments 2 

VO 1 

Spezifische Didaktik der Orgel  
Specific Didactics of the Organ  

SE 2 

Grundlagen der wissenschaftlichen Arbeitstechnik  
Basic Principles of Academic Research 

VO 1 

Quellenorientierte wissenschaftliche Arbeitstechnik 
Techniques of Primary Research 

VO 1 

    

Bachelorarbeit  
Bachelor's Thesis 

 6  

Gesamtsumme 
Total 

 240  

  

http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=keyboard&trestr=0x4001
http://dict.leo.org/ende?lp=ende&p=Ci4HO3kMAA&search=instrument&trestr=0x4001


§ 16 Regulations for final examinations in the major artistic subjects 
 
The final examinations in the major artistic subjects in accordance with § 7 of this 
curriculum consist of the following parts: 
 
1. Organ: 
 
a) one work from the period from the 16th to the 18th century 
b) one work of choice by J.S. Bach  
c) one work from the period from 1780 to 1930 
d) one work from the period post 1930 
e) additional Gregorian chant related works lasting 10 minutes 
 
The examination board will notify the candidates at least eight weeks before the 
examination of the works (lasting approx. 45 minutes in total) that must be played.  
 
2. Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing: 
 
Part 1:  
The student must play the organ in a church service. He/she will be given the 
assignments 90 minutes before the examination. 
  
Part 2:  
a) The student must accompany 3 further sung liturgical works of different styles and 
genres, linked with different intonations (ad hoc). 
  
b) The candidate must perform the following improvisations: 
I.   A chorale trio or a fugue in the style of J.S. Bach 
II.  A work in sonata form in the style of the 19th century 
III. A free improvisation 
 
The total length of these three improvisations should be between 10 and 15 minutes. 
The candidate will be given the subjects for this part of the examination one week 
before the examination.  
 
3. Choral and Orchestral Conducting: 
 
The course leader must inform students of the proposed works for the tasks to be 
completed in Choral and Orchestral Conducting no later than the end of the fifth 
semester that is taken into account.  
From these proposed works, students must submit a programme containing 8 choral 
compositions and compositions for choir and orchestra from various periods, styles 
and genres, including 6 a cappella works.  
The total length of the submitted programme must be at least 45 minutes.  
 
Part 1:  
The works or extracts of works to be performed or rehearsed will be determined by 
the examination board at the start of the first part of the examination.  

a) Playing extracts of the submitted programme from the score and from the 
piano reduction, including highlighting of vocal parts. Duration approx. 10 
minutes.  



 
 
 

b) Independent rehearsal of the a cappella programme chosen by the 
examination board from the submitted works. Duration approx. 30 minutes. 

  
c) Further questions and tasks related to the examination programme. Duration 

approx. 5 minutes. 
 
Part 2:  
Conducting works for choir and orchestra from the submitted programme lasting at 
least 15 minutes as part of a public performance. The examination board will notify 
candidates of the choice of programme at least 8 weeks before the examination date.  

 
 

3. Master’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music 
 
 
§ 17 Admission to the Master’s Programme 
 
(1) The prerequisite for admission to the Master’s Programme is completion of a 
Bachelor's Programme in Catholic and Protestant Church Music or a related 
academic qualification from an Austrian or international institution equivalent to the 
Bachelor's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music.  
 
(2) Without exception, applicants who have not completed the relevant Bachelor’s 
Programme at the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz will only be admitted 
to the Master’s Programme after verification that they meet the admission 
requirements (§ 71(e)(1) UG). 
This verification takes place during an examination in front of an examination board, 
the content of which is based on the requirements of the regulation for the final 
examinations in the major artistic subjects for the Bachelor's Programme (§ 16 of this 
curriculum). During the assessment, external applicants must demonstrate that they 
have the artistic potential to cope with the Master’s Programme. From the 
examination programme submitted in accordance with § 16 of this curriculum 
candidates must perform 15 minutes of organ repertoire, 15 minutes of improvisation 
and liturgical organ playing tasks and 15 minutes of conducting tasks at the 
discretion of the board of examination in accordance with the major artistic subjects 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing and Choral and Orchestral Conducting 
(§ 14 of this curriculum).  
For admission to the Master’s Programme the admission requirements specified 
under Point (4) must be met in all study emphases. 
 
(3) Students that have completed the Bachelor’s Programme Catholic and Protestant 
Church Music at KUG must indicate which study emphases they have chosen for the 
Master’s Programme when registering for the final examinations in the major artistic 
subjects for the Bachelor's Programme. Students should be admitted to the Master's 
Programme with Organ – Liturgical Composition study emphasis without any further 
requirements. If a different study emphasis is chosen for the Master's Programme, a 
decision on whether the student should be admitted to the Master’s Programme with 
this study emphasis should be made during the final examinations in the major 



artistic subjects. In this case, the final examination will count as verification of the 
fulfilment of the admission requirements (§ 71(e)(1) UG) for the Master's Programme, 
whereby the admission requirements under point (4) relating to the chosen study 
emphasis must be met. The fulfilment of the admission requirements must be 
assessed independently of the final examinations.  
  
(4) Admission requirements 
 
A. For admission to the Master’s Programme with   
study emphasis on Organ – Choral and Orchestral Conducting, 
the following admission requirements must be met: 
 
Organ: 
a) one work from the period from the 16th to the 18th century 
b) one work of choice by J.S. Bach  
c) one work from the period from 1780 to 1930 
d) one work from the period post 1930 
e) additional Gregorian chant related works lasting 10 minutes 
The examination board will notify the candidates during the exam registration 
process of the works that must be played.  
 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing: 
a) The student must accompany 8 further sung liturgical works of different styles and 
genres, linked with different intonations (ad hoc). 
b) The candidate must perform an improvisation lasting 10 minutes: 
The candidate will be given the subjects for the improvisation 2 hours before the 
examination.  
 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting: 
The student must submit a programme with 8 choral compositions and compositions 
for choir and orchestra from various periods, styles and genres, including 6 a 
cappella works.  
The total length of the submitted programme must be at least 45 minutes.  
The works or extracts of works to be performed or rehearsed will be determined by 
the examination board at the start of the examination.  

a) Playing extracts of the submitted programme from the score and from the 
piano reduction, including highlighting of vocal parts.  

b) Independent rehearsal of the a cappella programme chosen by the 
examination board from the submitted works.  

c) Further questions and tasks related to the examination programme.  
 
B. For admission to the Master’s Programme with  
study emphasis on Organ – Gregorian Chant,  
the following admission requirements must be met: 
 
Organ: 

a)  one work from the period from the 16th to the 18th century 
b)  one work of choice by J.S. Bach  
c)  one work from the period from 1780 to 1930 
d)  one work from the period post 1930 
e)  additional Gregorian chant related works lasting 10 minutes 



The examination board will notify the candidates during the exam registration 
process of the works that must be played.  
 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing: 

a) The student must accompany 8 further sung liturgical works of different styles 
and genres, linked with different intonations (ad hoc). 

b) The candidate must perform an improvisation lasting 10 minutes: 
The candidate will be given the subjects for the improvisation 2 hours before the 
examination.  
 
Gregorian Chant: 
Proof of completion of the subjects Semiology and Choral Conducting or equivalent 
subjects. 
Conducting an introit and singing alleluia verses of choice.  
 
C. For admission to the Master’s Programme with  
study emphasis on Organ – Liturgical Composition  
the following admission requirements must be met: 
 
Organ: 
a) one work from the period from the 16th to the 18th century 
b) one work of choice by J.S. Bach  
c) one work from the period from 1780 to 1930 
d) one work from the period post 1930 
e) additional Gregorian chant related works lasting 10 minutes 
The examination board will notify the candidates during the exam registration 
process of the works that must be played.  
 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing: 
a) The student must accompany 8 further sung liturgical works of different styles and 
genres, linked with different intonations (ad hoc). 
b) The candidate must perform an improvisation lasting 10 minutes: 
The candidate will be given the subjects for the improvisation 2 hours before the 
examination.  
 
Liturgical Composition: 
Completion of the subjects Compositional Technique, Musical Form, Introduction to 
Composition or equivalent subjects.  
Submission of three liturgical compositions or arrangements.  
 
D. For admission to the Master’s Programme with  
Study emphasis on Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Gregorian Chant,  
the following admission requirements must be met: 
 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting: 
The student must submit a programme with 8 choral compositions and compositions 
for choir and orchestra from various periods, styles and genres, including 6 a 
cappella works.  
The total length of the submitted programme must be at least 45 minutes.  
The works or extracts of works to be performed or rehearsed will be determined by 
the examination board at the start of the examination.  



a) Playing extracts of the submitted programme from the score and from the 
piano reduction, including highlighting of vocal parts. 

b) Independent rehearsal of the a cappella programme chosen by the 
examination board from the submitted works.  

c) Further questions and tasks related to the examination programme.  
 
Gregorian Chant: 
Proof of completion of the subjects Semiology and Choral Conducting or equivalent 
subjects.  
Conducting an introit and singing alleluia verses of choice.  
 
E. For admission to the Master’s Programme with 
study emphasis on Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Liturgical 
Composition, 
the following admission requirements must be met: 
 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting: 
The student must submit a programme with 8 choral compositions and compositions 
for choir and orchestra from various periods, styles and genres, including 6 a 
cappella works.  
The total length of the submitted programme must be at least 45 minutes.  
The works or extracts of works to be performed or rehearsed will be determined by 
the examination board at the start of the examination.  

a) Playing extracts of the submitted programme from the score and from the 
piano reduction, including highlighting of vocal parts.  

b) Independent rehearsal of the a cappella programme chosen by the 
examination board from the submitted works.  

c) Further questions and tasks related to the examination programme.  
 

Liturgical Composition: 
Completion of the subjects Compositional Technique, Musical Form, Introduction to 
Composition or equivalent subjects.  
Submission of three liturgical compositions or arrangements.  

 
(5) If the admission requirements for the chosen study emphasis under point (4) are 
not met, students may still be admitted to the Master’s Programme with study 
emphasis on Organ – Liturgical Composition, providing the conditions specified 
under points (1) and (3) are met.  
If point (3) applies, a change of study emphases in the Master’s Programme is only 
possible after verification of fulfilment of the admission requirements specified under 
point (4), except when changing to the Organ – Liturgical Composition study 
emphasis. 
 

§ 18 Choosing the major artistic subjects 
 
Students must choose the subjects for the final examinations in the major artistic 
subjects in accordance with § 7(3)-(7) of this curriculum when registering for the 
master's degree.  
 
  



§ 19 Maximum number of participants in courses  

 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting KG    3 
Major artistic subject Gregorian Chant   5 
 

If necessary the specified subjects will be offered in parallel courses. 
 
§ 19a Completion of subject-related practical training 
 
As part of the compulsory subject Figured Bass an artistic performance lasting at 
least 15 minutes must be completed.  
 
§ 20 Bundle of subjects 
 
(1) In the Catholic and Protestant Church Music Master’s Programme with study 

emphases on Organ – Choral and Orchestral Conducting, Organ – Liturgical 
Composition, Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Liturgical Composition, 
students must choose a bundle of subjects worth at least 5 ECTS credits. 
Students can choose from the following subjects: 
 
Gregorian Chant Seminar 
Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 
Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 

 
The chosen bundle of subjects must be noted on the degree certificate.  
 

§ 21 Master’s thesis 
 
(1) In the Master’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music students can 

choose to produce either an academic or an artistic master's thesis.  
(2) As part of the artistic master’s thesis students must choose a representative work 

in addition to the final examinations in the major artistic subjects, in consultation 
with the teacher of the major artistic subject. The artistic master’s thesis is 
assessed separately to the final examinations in the major artistic subjects and 
does not affect the overall grade for these examinations. An artistic supervisor 
and an academic supervisor with authorisation to teach an academic subject for 
the written part of the artistic thesis must be appointed in accordance with § 73 of 
the KUG statutes. The student must inform the Vice Rector for Academic Affairs 
in writing of the topic and supervisors of the master’s thesis before starting work 
on it. The topic and supervisors will be considered accepted if they have not been 
officially rejected by the Vice Rector for Academic Affairs within one month of 
submission. A change of supervisors is permitted up to the point of submission of 
the master’s thesis.  
The written part of the artistic master’s thesis consists of a concept for a public 
performance of the chosen work in the form of a lecture recital (at least 10 pages 
– excluding musical examples), prepared with the academic supervisor. This must 
comprehensibly document the thought process put forward in the artistic master’s 
thesis. The literature, musical and recording media sources, etc. used must be 
specified in an annex. This documentation must be submitted in two copies as for 
an academic master’s thesis. KUG will be responsible for recording the 
presentation of the artistic master's thesis in video/audio format. This video/ 



audio copy will be archived together with the written concept. The academic 
supervisor does not give a grade, but confirms the suitability of the written 
concept. This confirmation is a prerequisite for admission to the public 
performance (lecture recital). The public performance may take place after the 
final examinations in the major artistic subjects if the student wishes. The 
performance will take place before the artistic examination board and the 
supervising researcher and is assessed in accordance with the rules for final 
examinations. If the artistic supervisor is not a member of the examination board, 
he/she will be included on the examination board. 
 
Like the artistic supervisor, the academic supervisor therefore has only one vote 
in the examination board in the evaluation of the public performance 
 
The examination candidate will be interviewed after the performance. 
 

(3) Students have the option of writing an academic master’s thesis on one of the 
academic subjects set out in the curriculum. The student must inform the Vice 
Rector for Academic Affairs in writing of the topic and supervisors of the master’s 
thesis before starting work on it. The topic and supervisor of the academic 
master's thesis will be considered accepted if they have not been officially 
rejected by the Vice Rector for Academic Affairs within one month of submission. 
A change of supervisor is permitted up to the point of submission of the master’s 
thesis.  
 

(4) In the Master’s Programme with study emphasis on Gregorian Chant, it is 
advisable to complete the academic or artistic thesis in the major artistic subject 
Gregorian Chant. 

 



1. 
Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music Studies  

Study emphasis on Organ – Choral and Orchestral Conducting  
 

§ 22 Overview of semester hours and ECTS credits 
 

Major artistic subjects    12 semester hours   70 ECTS credits 
Compulsory subjects + bundle of subjects  22 semester hours   26 ECTS credits 
Electives        8 semester hours   08 ECTS credits 
Master's thesis            16 ECTS credits 

       42 semester hours  120 ECTS credits 
 

§ 23 Table of credit hours 
   Sem. hrs. 

Subjects/courses  Course 
type 

Sem. 
hrs. 

Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Major artistic subjects 

 
   

Organ 9-12 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9-12 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

Choral and Orchestral Conducting 9-12 
 

KG (9,10)/ 
KE 

(11,12) 
4 1 1 1 1 

    

 
Compulsory subjects 

 
      

Voice Training 9-11 KE 3 1 1 1  

Choir Practical Training  PR 8 2 2 2 2 

Piano 7,8 KE 2 1 1   

Score Playing 3,5 KE 3 1 1 1  

Seminar for Master's Thesis  SE 2  2   

Bundle of subjects (choice of subjects worth 
at least 5 ECTS credits) 

Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 VU 2 2    

Gregorian Chant Seminar  SE 2  2   

Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 SE 2  2   

    

 
Electives 

(choice of courses worth  
8 ECTS credits) 

 

 

Figured Bass 1,2 KE 1 0.5 0.5   

Organ Studies 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Organ Research Issues 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

History of Church Music 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Specialised Course in Theology 2 VO 2 2    

Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

Legal Issues in Cultural Management VO 1 

Organisation of Cultural Events and Projects VU 2 

Shadowing Music School Projects PR 1 

Press, PR and Journalism VU 2 

    

Master’s Thesis    

42 sem. hrs. total 



* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 24 ECTS credits 
 

Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music Studies  
Study Emphasis on Organ – Choral and Orchestral Conducting  

 
   ECTS credits 

Fachbezeichnungen 
Subjects 

Course 
type 

ECTS Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Zentrale künstlerische Fächer 

Major artistic subjects 
 

   

Orgel 9-12 
Organ 9-12 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

Improvisation und liturgisches Orgelspiel 9-12 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9-12 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

Chor- und Orchesterdirigieren 9-12 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting 9-12 

KG(9,10)/ 
KE(11,12) 

22 5 5 6 6 

    

 
Pflichtfächer 

Compulsory subjects 
 

 

Stimmbildung 9-11 
Voice Training 9-11 

KE 5 1.5 1.5 2  

Chorpraktikum 
Choir Practical Training 

PR 4 1 1 1 1 

Klavier 7,8 
Piano 7,8 

KE 4 2 2   

Partiturspiel 3-5 
Score Playing 3,5 

KE 6 2 2 2  

Seminar für Diplomand/innen 
Seminar for Master's Thesis  

SE 2  2   

Fächerbündel (wahlweise im Ausmaß von 5 
ECTS-Credits) 
Bundle of Subjects (choice of subjects worth 5 
ECTS credits) 

 5     

Liturgik katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 

VU 2 2    

Gregorianik-Seminar  
Gregorian Chant Seminar  

SE 3  3   

Hymnologie katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 

SE 3  3   

    

  
 Wahlfächer 8 ECTS-Credits aus folgenden Bereichen 
 Electives 8 ECTS credits from the following subjects 
 

Generalbass 1,2 
Figured Bass 1,2 

KE 2 1 1   

Orgelkunde 1,2 
Organ Studies 1,2 

 
VO 

 
2 

 
1 

 
1 

  



Fragen der Orgelforschung 1,2 
Organ Research Issues 1,2 

 
VO 

 
2 

 
1 

 
1 

  

Geschichte der Kirchenmusik 1,2 
History of Church Music 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Spezialvorlesung Theologie WF 2 
Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 

VO 2 2    

Begleitende Musikwissenschaft * 
Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 

je 2 aus den an der KUG  
angebotenen Fächern 

2 from the subjects offered at KUG  

Rechtsprobleme im Kulturmanagement 
Legal Issues in Cultural Management 

VO 1 

Kulturarbeit und Projektplanung 
Organisation of Cultural Events and Projects 

VU 2 

Hospitation bei Musikschulprojekten 
Shadowing Music School Projects 

PR 1 

Presse-, PR-Arbeit und Journalistik 
Press, PR and Journalism 

VU 2 

    

Masterarbeit  
Master’s Thesis  

 16 

 
* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
 
§ 25 Regulations for final examinations in the major artistic subjects  
 
The final examinations in the major artistic subjects consist of several parts: They 
must be taken in accordance with § 7(3) of this curriculum in the subjects Organ, 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing and Choral and Orchestral Conducting. 
 
1. Organ: 

 
a) two works from the 16th to 18th century from different stylistic periods 
b) two free choice works by J.S. Bach  
c) Gregorian chant related works lasting 15 minutes  
d) two works from the period from 1780 to 1930 
e) one work composed post 1930  
f) one work from the period post 1980. 

At least one trio must be include in the works from group b) or c).  
 
The examination board will notify the candidates at least eight weeks before the 
examination of the works (lasting approx. 60 minutes in total) that must be played. 

 
2. Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing: 
 
Part 1:  
The student must play the organ in a church service. 
He/she will be given the assignments 90 minutes before the examination 
 
  



Part 2:  
a) The student must accompany seven further sung liturgical works of different styles 
and genres (including one in square notation), linked with different intonations (ad 
hoc).   
b) The candidate must perform the following improvisations: 
 
I. A four-movement partita in the style of J.S. Bach or a four-movement suite in the 
style of N. de Grigny 
II.  A passacaglia or fugue in the style of J.S. Bach  
III. A work in sonata form in the style of the 19th century 
IV. A free improvisation  
The total length of these improvisations should be between 15 and 20 minutes. The 
candidate will be given the subjects for this part of the examination two days before 
the examination.   
 
3. Choral and Orchestral Conducting:  
 
The course leader must inform students of the proposed works for the tasks to be 
completed in Choral and Orchestral Conducting no later than the end of the 3rd 
semester that is taken into account.  
From these proposed works students must submit a programme with 8 choral 
compositions and compositions for choir and orchestra from various periods, styles 
and genres, including 5 a cappella works. The total length of the submitted 
programme must be at least 90 minutes.  
 
Part 1:  
The works or extracts of works to be performed or rehearsed will be determined by 
the examination board at the start of the 1st part of the examination. 
a) Playing extracts of the submitted programme from the score and/or from the piano 
reduction, including highlighting of vocal parts. Duration approx. 15 minutes.  
b) Independent rehearsal of the a cappella programme chosen by the examination 
board from the submitted works. Duration approx. 30 minutes.  
c) Conducting the recitatives chosen by the committee from the submitted works. 
Duration approx. 10 minutes.  
d) Further questions and tasks related to the examination programme. Duration 
approx. 5 minutes.  
 
Part 2: 
Conducting works for choir and orchestra from the submitted programme lasting at 
least 25 minutes as part of a public performance. The examination board will notify 
candidates of the choice of programme at least 8 weeks before the examination date.  



2. 
Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music Studies  

Study emphasis on Organ – Gregorian Chant  
 

§ 26 Overview of semester hours and ECTS credits 
 
Major artistic subjects    12 semester hours   70 ECTS credits 
Compulsory subjects    19 semester hours   26 ECTS credits 
Electives      08 semester hours    08 ECTS credits 
Master's thesis          16 ECTS credits 

       39 semester hours  120 ECTS credits 
§ 27 Table of credit hours 
 
   Sem. hrs. 

Subjects/courses  Course 
type 

Sem. 
hrs. 

Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Major artistic subjects 

 
   

Organ 9-12 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9-12 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

Gregorian Chant Major Artistic Subject 1-4 KG(1,2)/ 
KE) 

4 1 1 1 1 

    

 
Compulsory subjects 

 
      

Voice Training 9-11 KE 3 1 1 1  

Cantor Singing 1 KE 1    1 

Practical Training Gregorian Chant PR 2   2  

Piano 7,8 KE 2 1 1   

Figured Bass 1,2 KE 1 0.5 0.5   

Gregorian Chant Seminar  SE 2 2    

Gregorian Palaeography  SE 2  2   

Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 VU 2 2    

Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 SE 2 2    

Seminar for Master's Thesis SE 2  2   

    

 
Electives 

(choice of courses worth 
8 ECTS credits) 

 

 

Score Playing (Elective) 3,4 KE 2 1 1   

Organ Studies 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Organ Research Issues 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

History of Church Music 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 VO 2 2    

Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

Legal Issues in Cultural Management VO 1 

Organisation of Cultural Events and Projects VU 2 

Shadowing Music School Projects PR 1 

Press, PR and Journalism VU 2 

    

Master’s Thesis    

39 sem. hrs. total 



* Courses from the study programme inter-university Musicology and/or additional Musicology courses 
from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. Courses that are 
compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot be chosen. 

 
§ 28 ECTS credits 
   ECTS credits 

Fachbezeichnungen 
Subjects 

Course 
type 

ECTS Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Zentrale künstlerische Fächer 

Major artistic subjects 
 

   

Orgel 9-12 
Organ 9-12 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

Improvisation und liturgisches Orgelspiel 9-12 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9-12 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

ZKF Gregorianik 1-4 
Gregorian Chant Major Artistic Subjects 1-4 

KG(1,2)/ 
KE) 

22 5 5 6 6 

    

 
Pflichtfächer 

Compulsory subjects 
 

 

Stimmbildung 9-11 
Voice Training 9-11 

KE 4.5 1.5 1.5 1.5  

Kantorengesänge 1 
Cantor Singing 1 

KE 1.5    1.5 

Praktikum Gregorianik 
Practical Training Gregorian Chant 

PR 2   2  

Klavier 7,8 
Piano 7,8 

KE 4 2 2   

Generalbass 1,2 
Figured Bass 1,2 

KE 2 1 1   

Gregorianik-Seminar  
Gregorian Chant Seminar 

SE 3 3    

Gregorianische Paläographie  
Gregorian Palaeography  

SE 2  2   

Liturgik katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 

VU 2 2    

Hymnologie katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 

SE 3 3    

Seminar für Diplomand/innen 
Seminar for Master's Thesis 

SE 2  2   

    

 
 Wahlfächer 8 ECTS-Credits aus folgenden Bereichen 
 Electives 8 ECTS credits from the following subjects 

 

Partiturspiel WF 3,4 
Score Playing (Elective) 3,4 

KE 4 2  2   

Orgelkunde 1,2 
Organ Studies 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Fragen der Orgelforschung 1,2 
Organ Research Issues 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Geschichte der Kirchenmusik 1,2 
History of Church Music 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Spezialvorlesung Theologie WF 2 
Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 

VO 2 2    

Begleitende Musikwissenschaft * VO je 2 aus den an der KUG angebotenen 



Additional Courses in Musicology * Fächern 
2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

  
 Wahlfächer  
 Electives  

 

Rechtsprobleme im Kulturmanagement 
Legal Issues in Cultural Management 

VO 1 

Kulturarbeit und Projektplanung 
Organisation of Cultural Events and Projects 

VU 2 

Hospitation bei Musikschulprojekten 
Shadowing Music School Projects 

PR 1 

Presse-, PR-Arbeit und Journalistik 
Press, PR and Journalism 

VU 2 

    

Masterarbeit  
Master’s Thesis  

 16 

 
* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 29  Examination regulations 
 
The final examinations in the major artistic subjects consist of several parts: They 
must be taken in accordance with § 7(4) of this curriculum in the subjects Organ, 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing and Gregorian Chant. 
 
1. Organ: 
 
a) two works from the 16th to 18th century from different stylistic periods 
b) two free choice works by J.S. Bach  
c) Gregorian chant related works lasting 15 minutes  
d) two works from the period from 1780 to 1930 
e) one work composed post 1930  
f) one work from the period post 1980 
At least one trio must be include in the works from group b) or c).  
 
The examination board will notify the candidates at least eight weeks before the 
examination of the works (lasting approx. 60 minutes in total) that must be played. 

 
2. Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing: 
 
Part 1:  
The student must play the organ in a church service. 
He/she will be given the assignments 90 minutes before the examination 
 
Part 2:  
a) The student must accompany seven further sung liturgical works of different styles 
and genres (including one in square notation), linked with different intonations (ad 
hoc).  
 
 



 
 
b) The candidate must perform the following improvisations: 
I. A four-movement partita in the style of J.S. Bach or a four-movement suite in the 
style of N. de Grigny 
II.  A passacaglia or fugue in the style of J.S. Bach  
III. A work in sonata form in the style of the 19th century 
IV. A free improvisation  
The total length of these improvisations should be between 15 and 20 minutes. The 
candidate will be given the subjects for this part of the examination two days before 
the examination.   
 
3. Gregorian Chant: 
 
The final examinations in the major artistic subject Gregorian Chant consist of the 
following parts. The first part is a public performance during a service and/or as part 
of a sacred concert. During the performance the student must conduct at least 10 
sung works of different genres including graduals and offertories. In the second part 
the student must sing, conduct and analyse 10 sung works of different genres 
including graduals, offertories and tropes.  

  



3. 
Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music Studies  

Study Emphasis on Organ – Liturgical Composition 
 

§ 30 Overview of semester hours and ECTS credits 
 

Major artistic subjects    12 semester hours  72 ECTS credits 
Compulsory subjects + bundle of subjects  13 semester hours   19 ECTS credits 
Electives      13 semester hours    13 ECTS credits 
Master's thesis          16 ECTS credits 

       38 semester hours  120 ECTS credits 
 

§ 31 Table of credit hours 

   Sem. hrs. 

Subjects/courses  Course 
type 

Sem. 
hrs. 

Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Major artistic subjects 

 
   

Organ 9-12 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9-12 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

Liturgical Composition 1-4 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

    

 
Compulsory subjects 

 
      

Piano 7,8 KE 2 1 1   

Figured Bass 1,2 KE 1 0.5 0.5   

Instrumentation and Orchestral Technique 1-4 VU 4 1 1 1 1 

Seminar for Master's Thesis SE 2  2   

Bundle of subjects (choice of subjects worth  
at least 5 ECTS credits 

Gregorian Chant Seminar  SE 2 2    

Catholic and Protestant Hymnology 3 SE 2  2   

Catholic and Protestant Liturgy 3 VU 2 2    

    

 
Electives  

(choice of courses worth 13 ECTS credits) 
 

 

Score Playing (Elective) 3,4 KE 2 1 1   

Compositional Techniques of the 20th and 21st 
century 1,2 

VU 4 2 2   

Compositional Techniques in Sacred Music VU 2   2  

Organ Studies 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Organ Research Issues 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

History of Church Music 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 VO 2 2    

Additional Courses in Musicology * 
VO 

2 each from the  
courses offered at KUG 

Legal Issues in Cultural Management VO 1 

Organisation of Cultural Events and Projects VU 2 

Shadowing Music School Projects PR 1 

Press, PR and Journalism VU 2 

    

Master’s Thesis    

38 sem. hrs. total 



* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 32 ECTS credits 
 
   ECTS credits 

 Cours
e type 

ECTS Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Zentrale künstlerische Fächer 

Major artistic subjects 
 

   

Orgel 9-12 
Organ 9-12 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

Improvisation und liturgisches Orgelspiel 9-12 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9-12 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

Kirchliche Komposition 1-4 
Liturgical Composition 1-4 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

    

 
Pflichtfächer 

Compulsory subjects 
 

 

Klavier 7,8 
Piano 7,8 

KE 4 2 2   

Generalbass 1,2 
Figured Bass 1,2 

KE 2 1 1   

Instrumentation und Orchestertechnik 1-4 
Instrumentation and Orchestral Technique 1-4 

VU 6 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 

Seminar für Diplomand/innen 
Seminar for Master's Thesis 

SE 2  2   

Fächerbündel  
(wahlweise im Ausmaß von 5 ECTS-Credits) 
Bundle of subjects (choice of subjects worth  
5 ECTS credits) 

 5     

Gregorianik-Seminar  
Gregorian Chant Seminar 

SE 3 3    

Hymnologie katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 

SE 3  3   

Liturgik katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 

VU 2 2    

    

  

 Wahlfächer 13 ECTS-Credits aus folgenden Bereichen 
 Electives 13 ECTS credits from the following subjects 
 

Partiturspiel WF 3,4 
Score Playing (Elective) 3,4 

KE 4 2 2   

Kompositionstechniken des 20. u. 21. Jh. 1,2 
Compositional Techniques of the 20th and 21st 
century 

VU 4 2 2   

Kompositionstechniken in der Sakralen Musik 
Compositional Techniques in Sacred Music 

VU 2   2  

Orgelkunde 1,2 
Organ Studies 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Fragen der Orgelforschung 1,2 
Organ Research Issues 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   



Geschichte der Kirchenmusik 1,2 
History of Church Music 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Spezialvorlesung Theologie WF 2 
Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 

VO 2 2    

Begleitende Musikwissenschaft * 
Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 

je 2 aus den an der KUG angebotenen 
Fächern 

2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

Rechtsprobleme im Kulturmanagement 
Legal Issues in Cultural Management 

VO 1 

Kulturarbeit und Projektplanung 
Organisation of Cultural Events and Projects 

VU 2 

Hospitation bei Musikschulprojekten 
Shadowing Music School Projects 

PR 1 

Presse-, PR-Arbeit und Journalistik 
Press, PR and Journalism 

VU 2 

    

Masterarbeit  
Master’s Thesis  

 16 

 
* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 33  Examination regulations 
 

The final examinations in the major artistic subjects consist of several parts. They 
must be taken in accordance with § 7(5) of this curriculum in the subjects Organ, 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing and Composition.  
 
1. Organ: 

 
a) two works from the 16th to 18th century from different stylistic periods 
b) two free choice works by J.S. Bach  
c) Gregorian chant related works lasting 15 minutes 
d) two works from the period from 1780 to 1930 
e) one work composed after 1930  
f) one work from the period after 1980 

At least one trio must be included in the works from group b) or c).  
 
The examination board will notify the student at least eight weeks before the 
examination of the works (lasting approx. 60 minutes in total) that must be played. 

 
2. Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing: 
 
Part 1:  
The student must play the organ in a church service. 
He/she will be given the assignments 90 minutes before the examination 
 
Part 2:  
a) The student must accompany seven further sung liturgical works of different styles 
and genres (including one in square notation), linked with different intonations (ad 
hoc).  
b) The student must perform the following improvisations: 



 
I. A four-movement partita in the style of J.S. Bach or a four-movement suite in the 
style of N. de Grigny 
 

II.  A passacaglia or fugue in the style of J.S. Bach  
III. A work in sonata form in the style of the 19th century 
IV. A free improvisation  
The total length of these improvisations should be between 15 and 20 minutes. The 
student will be given the subjects for this part of the examination two days before the 
examination.   

 
3. Liturgical Composition 3-4: 
 
Two weeks before the examination date the student must submit 3 liturgical 
compositions (vocal, instrumental; e.g. cantata, motet, music for the liturgy of the 
Word, etc.) to the examination board in written form for the assessment. At least one 
of these works should be composed for a large-scale vocal and instrumental 
ensemble. The final examination consists of a colloquium on the 3 compositions 
submitted for examination.  
  



4. 
Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music Studies  

Study emphasis on Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Gregorian Chant  
 
§ 34 Overview of semester hours and ECTS credits 
 
Major artistic subjects    10 semester hours    56 ECTS credits 
Compulsory subjects    30 semester hours    36 ECTS credits 
Electives      12 semester hours     12 ECTS credits 
Master's thesis            16 ECTS credits 

       52 semester hours  120 ECTS credits 

 
§ 35 Table of credit hours 
 

   Sem. hrs. 

Subjects/courses  Course 
type 

Sem. 
hrs. 

Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Major artistic subjects  

 
   

Choral and Orchestral Conducting 9-12 KG(9,10)/ 
KE(11,12) 

4 1 1 1 1 

Gregorian Chant Major Artistic Subject 1-4 KG(1,2) / 
KE) 

4 1 1 1 1 

Organ  9,10 or 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9,10 

KE 2 1 1   

    

 
Compulsory subjects 

 
      

Voice Training 9-11 KE 3 1 1 1  

Cantor Singing 1 KE 1    1 

Choir Practical Training  PR 8 2 2 2 2 

Practical Training Gregorian Chant PR 2   2  

Piano 7,8   KE 2 1 1   

Figured Bass 1,2 KE 1 0.5 0.5   

Score Playing 3,5 KE 3 1 1 1  

Gregorian Chant Seminar  SE 2 2    

Gregorian Palaeography  SE 2 2    

Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 SE 2 2    

Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 VU 2  2   

Seminar for Master's Thesis SE 2  2   

    

 
Electives 

(choice of courses worth 12 ECTS credits)  
 

 

Organ Studies 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Organ Research Issues 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

History of Church Music 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 VO 2 2    

Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

    

Master’s Thesis    

52 sem. hrs. total 

 



* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 36 ECTS credits 
 
   ECTS credits 

 Course 
type 

ECTS Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Zentrale künstlerische Fächer 

Major artistic subjects 
 

   

Chor- und Orchesterdirigieren 9-12 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting 9-12 

KG(9,10)/ 
KE(11,12) 

22 5 5 6 6 

ZKF Gregorianik 1-4 
Gregorian Chant Major Artistic Subject 1-4 

KG(1,2)/ 
KE(3,4) 

22 5 5 6 6 

Organ 9,10 or 
Improvisation und liturgisches Orgelspiel 9,10 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9,10 

KE 12 6 6   

    

 
Pflichtfächer 

Compulsory subjects 
 

 

Stimmbildung 9-11 
Voice Training 9-11 

KE 4.5 1.5 1.5 1.5  

Kantorengesänge 1 
Cantor Singing 1 

KE 1.5    1.5 

Chorpraktikum  
Choir Practical Training 

PR 4 1 1 1 1 

Praktikum-Gregorianik  
Practical Training Gregorian Chant 

PR 2   2  

Klavier 7,8  
Piano 7,8  

KE 4 2 2   

Generalbass 1,2 
Figured Bass 1,2 

KE 2 1 1   

Partiturspiel 3-5 
Score Playing 3,5 

KE 6 2 2 2  

Gregorianik-Seminar  
Gregorian Chant Seminar 

SE 3 3    

Gregorianische Paläographie  
Gregorian Palaeography  

SE 2 2    

Hymnologie katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 

SE 3 3    

Liturgik katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 

VU 2  2   

Seminar für Diplomand/innen 
Seminar for Master's Thesis 

SE 2  2   

 
 
  



 
  
 Wahlfächer 12 ECTS-Credits aus folgenden Bereichen 
 Electives 12 ECTS credits from the following subjects 
 

Orgelkunde 1,2 
Organ Studies 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Fragen der Orgelforschung 1,2 
Organ Research Issues 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Geschichte der Kirchenmusik 1,2  
History of Church Music 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Spezialvorlesung Theologie WF 2 
Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 

VO 2 2    

Begleitende Musikwissenschaft * 
Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 

je 2 aus den an der KUG angebotenen 
Fächern 

2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

    

Masterarbeit  
Master’s Thesis  

 16 

 
 
* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 37 Examination regulations 
 
The final examinations in the major artistic subjects consist of several parts. They 
must be taken in accordance with § 7(6) of this curriculum in the subjects Organ, 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing and Gregorian Chant.  
 
1. Choral and Orchestral Conducting:  
 
The course leader must inform students of the proposed works for the tasks to be 
completed in Choral and Orchestral Conducting no later than the end of the 3rd 
semester that is taken into account.  
From these proposed works students must submit a programme with 8 choral 
compositions and compositions for choir and orchestra from various periods, styles 
and genres, including 5 a cappella works. The total length of the submitted 
programme must be at least 90 minutes.  
 
 
Part 1:  
The works or extracts of works to be performed or rehearsed will be determined by 
the examination board at the start of the 1st part of the examination. 
a) Playing extracts of the submitted programme from the score and/or from the piano 
reduction, including highlighting of vocal parts. Duration approx. 15 minutes.  
b) Independent rehearsal of the a cappella programme chosen by the examination 
board from the submitted works. Duration approx. 30 minutes.  
c) Conducting the recitatives chosen by the examination board from the submitted 
works. Duration approx. 10 minutes.  
d) Further questions and tasks related to the examination programme. Duration 
approx. 5 minutes.  



Part 2: 
Conducting works for choir and orchestra from the submitted programme lasting at 
least 25 minutes as part of a public performance. The examination board will notify 
candidates of the choice of programme at least 8 weeks before the examination date.  
 
2. Gregorian Chant: 
 
The final examinations in the major artistic subject Gregorian Chant consist of the 
following parts. The first part is a public performance during a service and/or as part 
of a sacred concert. During the performance the student must conduct at least 10 
sung works of different genres including graduals and offertories. In the second part 
the student must sing, conduct and analyse 10 sung works of different genres 
including graduals, offertories and tropes.  
  



5. 
Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music Studies  

Study emphasis on Choral and Orchestral Conducting – Liturgical Composition  
 
§ 38 Overview of semester hours and ECTS credits 
 

Major artistic subjects    10 semester hours    58 ECTS credits 
Compulsory subjects + bundle of subjects  27 semester hours     34 ECTS credits 
Electives      12 semester hours      12 ECTS credits 
Master's thesis            16 ECTS credits 

       49 semester hours  120 ECTS credits 
§ 39 Table of credit hours 
   Sem. hrs. 

Subjects/courses  Course 
type 

Sem. 
hrs. 

Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Major artistic subjects 

 
   

Choral and Orchestral Conducting 9-12 KG(9,10)/ 
KE(11,12) 

4 1 1 1 1 

Liturgical Composition 1-4 KE 4 1 1 1 1 

Organ 9,10 or 
Improvisation and Liturgical Organ Playing 9,10 

KE 2 1 1   

    

 
Compulsory subjects  

 
      

Voice Training 9-11 KE 3 1 1 1  

Choir Practical Training  PR 8 2 2 2 2 

Instrumentation and Orchestral Technique 1-4 VU 4 1 1 1 1 

Piano 7,8 KE 2 1 1   

Figured Bass 1,2 KE 1 0.5 0.5   

Score Playing 3,5 KE 3 1 1 1  

Seminar for Master's Thesis SE 2  2   

Bundle of subjects (choice of subjects worth 
at least 5 ECTS credits) 

Gregorian Chant Seminar  SE 2 2    

Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 SE 2 2    

Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 VU 2 2    

    

 
Electives  

(choice of courses worth 12 ECTS credits) 
 

 

Compositional Techniques of the 20th and 21st 
century 1,2  

VU 4 2 2   

Compositional Techniques in Sacred Music VU 2   2  

Organ Studies 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Organ Research Issues 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

History of Church Music 1,2 VO 2 1 1   

Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2 VO 2 2    

Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

    

Master’s Thesis    

49 sem. hrs. total. 

 



* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 40 ECTS credits 
 
   ECTS credits 

 Course 
type 

ECTS Sem. 1  Sem. 2  Sem. 3  Sem. 4  

 
Zentrale künstlerische Fächer 

Major artistic subjects 
 

   

Chor- und Orchesterdirigieren 9-12 
Choral and Orchestral Conducting 9-12 

KG(9,10)/ 
KE(11,12) 

22 5 5 6 6 

Kirchliche Komposition 1-4 
Liturgical Composition 1-4 

KE 24 6 6 6 6 

Orgel 9,10 oder 
Improvisation und liturgisches Orgelspiel 9,10 
Organ 9,10 or Improvisation and Liturgical Organ 
Playing 9,10 

KE 12 6 6   

    

 
Pflichtfächer 

Compulsory subjects 
 

 

Stimmbildung 9-11 
Voice Training 9-11 

KE 5 1.5 1.5 2  

Chorpraktikum  
Choir Practical Training  

PR 4 1 1 1 1 

Instrumentation und Orchestertechnik 1-4 
Instrumentation and Orchestral Technique  
1-4 

VU 6 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 

Klavier 7,8 
Piano 7,8 

KE 4 2 2   

Generalbass 1,2 
Figured Bass 1,2 

KE 2 1 1   

Partiturspiel 3-5 
Score Playing 3,5 

KE 6 2 2 2  

Seminar für Diplomand/innen 
Seminar for Master's Thesis 

SE 2  2   

Fächerbündel (wahlweise im Ausmaß von 5 
ECTS-Credits) 
Bundle of subjects (choice of subjects worth  
at least 5 ECTS credits) 

 5     

Gregorianik-Seminar  
Gregorian Chant Seminar 

SE 3 3    

Hymnologie katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Hymnology 3 

SE 3 3    

Liturgik katholisch oder evangelisch 3 
Catholic or Protestant Liturgy 3 

VU 2 2    

 
  



  
 Wahlfächer 12 ECTS-Credits aus folgenden Bereichen 
 Electives 12 ECTS credits from the following subjects 
 

Kompositionstechniken des 20. u. 21. Jh. 1,2  
Compositional Techniques of the 20th and 21st 
century  

VU 4 2 2   

Kompositionstechniken in der Sakralen Musik 
Compositional Techniques in Sacred Music 

VU 2   2  

Orgelkunde 1,2 
Organ Studies 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Fragen der Orgelforschung 1,2 
Organ Research Issues 1,2 

   VO 2 1 1   

Geschichte der Kirchenmusik 1,2 
History of Church Music 1,2 

VO 2 1 1   

Spezialvorlesung Theologie WF 2 
Specialised Course in Theology (Elective) 2  

VO 2 2    

Begleitende Musikwissenschaft * 
Additional Courses in Musicology * VO 

je 2 aus den an der KUG angebotenen 
Fächern 

2 from the subjects offered at KUG 

    

Masterarbeit  
Master’s Thesis  

 16 

 
* Courses from the inter-university study programme Musicology at KUG and/or additional Musicology 
courses from those offered at KUG worth 2 sem. hrs. (2 ECTS credits in total) can be chosen. 
Courses that are compulsory subjects in the Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum cannot 
be chosen. 

 
§ 41 Examination regulations 
 
The final examinations in the major artistic subjects consist of several parts. They 
must be taken in accordance with § 7(7) of this curriculum in the subjects Choral and 
Orchestral Conducting and Liturgical Composition.  
 

 
1. Choral and Orchestral Conducting:  
 
The course leader must inform students of the proposed works for the tasks to be 
completed in Choral and Orchestral Conducting no later than the end of the 3rd 
semester that is taken into account.  
From these proposed works students must submit a programme with 8 choral 
compositions and compositions for choir and orchestra from various periods, styles 
and genres, including 5 a cappella works. The total length of the submitted 
programme must be at least 90 minutes.  
 
Part 1:  
The works or extracts of works to be performed or rehearsed will be determined by 
the committee at the start of the 1st part of the examination. 
a) Playing extracts of the submitted programme from the score and/or from the piano 
reduction, including highlighting of vocal parts. Duration approx. 15 minutes. 
b) Independent rehearsal of the a cappella programme chosen by the examination 
board from the submitted works. Duration approx. 30 minutes.  
c) Conducting the recitatives chosen by the examination board from the submitted 
works. Duration approx. 10 minutes.  



 
d) Further questions and tasks related to the examination programme. Duration 
approx. 5 minutes.  
 
Part 2: 
Conducting works for choir and orchestra from the submitted programme lasting at 
least 25 minutes as part of a public performance. The examination board will notify 
candidates of the choice of programme at least 8 weeks before the examination date.  
 
2. Liturgical Composition: 
 
Two weeks before the examination date the student must submit 3 liturgical 
compositions (vocal, instrumental; e.g. cantata, motet, music for the liturgy of the 
Word, etc.) to the board of examination in written form for the assessment. At least 
one of these works should be composed for a large-scale vocal and instrumental 
ensemble. The final examination in the major artistic subject Liturgical Composition 
consists of a colloquium on the 3 compositions submitted for examination.  
 

4. Equivalence List, Transition Provisions 
 

§ 42 Equivalence list 
 
The following courses from the previous curriculum are equivalent to courses from 
this curriculum and vice-versa:  
 
Curriculum (2007 version)   Curriculum (2011 version) 

 
Organ/Repertoire 1-8   = Organ 1-8 
Organ/Improvisation 1-8   = Improvisation and Liturgical  
    Organ Playing 1-8 

a) Improvisation and Liturgical 
Organ Playing 1-8 

b) Improvisation Practice 1-8 
Choral- and Ensemble Direction 1-8 = Choral and Orchestral Conducting 1-8 
Choral Direction 9-12   = Choral and Orchestral Conducting 9-12 
Gregorian Chant SE 01   = History of Gregorian Chant 
Gregorian Chant SE 02   = Musical Form of Gregorian Chant 
Choir and Choir Practical Training 1-8 = Choral Church Music 1-8  
Organ Studies 1,2 and   = History of the Organ and Organ Music 
Organ Repertoire Study       
Continuo 1,2     = Figured Bass 1,2 
 
 
§ 43 Transition provisions 
 
Students who started their study programme before this curriculum came into force 
are entitled to complete their study programme according to the provisions of the 
Catholic and Protestant Church Music curriculum dated 1.10.2007 (6/07 version) up 
to the end of the 2014/2015 academic year. If the study programme is not completed 
by then, they must adopt the current curriculum. Students are entitled to adopt the 
current curriculum voluntarily at an earlier date. 


