
Catholic and Protestant Church Music 
Bachelor’s Degree 

 
ENTRANCE EXAM: 

 
(1)  The entrance exam, judged by a committee, consists of two parts. The first part is written 

and the second part is oral. The candidate has successfully passed the entrance exam when 
both parts are judged positively. 

 
(2) Written Exam:  
 

a) Aural Test: Examples will be given from the following areas: recognition of the meter 
(duple or triple) and presence of an up-beat (pick-up) measure; major or minor mode; 
melodic dictation; rhythmic dictation; recognition of chords repeated several times 
(answers include major, minor, diminished or augmented triads as the basic chord, sixth 
chord or six-four chord, seventh chords as the basic chord, six-five chord, four-three chord, 
four-two chord), recognition of the number of vocal or instrumental parts in various 
compositions. The test lasts about 45 min. 

 
b) Music Theory: Examples will be given from the following areas:  

Technical terms in music theory; identifying and writing out pitches and intervals in the 
treble, bass and C-clefs; identifying and writing out major and minor scales; basic 
knowledge of the church keys; identifying chords, chord structure and chord progressions 
(harmonic degrees, functions and basso continuo), note values, meters (time signatures) 
and rhythmic notation. The test lasts about 60 min. 
 

(3) Oral Test 
  
a) Score reading of a prepared four-part motet, notated on four staves (at the level of 

difficulty of G. P. da Palestrina: “Sicut cervus”). 
 

b) Conducting three prepared works from different style periods (at the level of difficulty of H. 
L. Hassler: “Dixit Maria,” F. Mendelssohn-Bartholdy: “Jauchzet dem Herrn alle Welt,” H. 
Distler: “Lobet den Herren”) 

 
c) Vocal: 

1. Performance of a sacred aria and an art song 
 2. Sightsinging 
  

d) Organ Literature: Perform three pieces: one from the Baroque era, one from the Romantic 
era, one composed after 1930, each work being of a medium level of difficulty. 

e) Organ Improvisation: 
Harmonize a given hymn from the Gotteslob or the Protestant Songbook.  

 
f) Piano: Perform three pieces of medium difficulty level from different style periods. 
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