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  QUALIFICATION PROFILE – Catholic and Protestant Church Music 
 

 
Bachelor's Programme Qualifications 
 
Graduates of the Bachelor's Programme are qualified to deal with all aspects of church music as 
church musicians, organists and choral directors. They have comprehensive knowledge of church 
music including contemporary church music and Neues Geistliches Lied [modern worship songs], 
taking into account current liturgical references and the integration of all forms of spiritual music 
into the life of the church and society. In addition, they have developed the ability to communicate 
with experts and laypeople alike and can evaluate technical information and ideas, as well as 
identifying problems and solutions to those problems. They are able to accept innovation and 
change. They are rooted in the Austrian church music tradition, which is highly respected 
internationally. They are aware of the extraordinary educational role that church music plays in 
musical life and ist traditional affiliation with music education. Graduates can apply the skills they 
have acquired to jobs directly related to their studies and to alternative or new areas of 
work in a professional manner. 
 
Graduates of the Bachelor's Programme have the following competences: choral and orchestral 
conducting (including children’s and youth choirs), voice training/singing, organ, organ 
improvisation and liturgical organ playing, hymnology, liturgical and theological training, Gregorian 
chant, composition and fundamentals of liturgical composition, theory and history of music, piano. 
The skills and abilities acquired in these fields are based on the latest research and development in 
the arts. They enable graduates to apply knowledge and understanding so that they demonstrate a 
professional approach to the broad spectrum of professional activities and the ability to devise and 
develop arguments and solutions to problems in their own field of expertise within church music. 
This includes the development of learning skills for extensive, self-guided, lifelong continuing 
professional development. 
 
The work of graduates of the Bachelor’s Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music primarily 
consists of  
 
•  facilitating church music in the liturgy of the catholic and protestant church as an organist, 

choral director, cantor, director of vocal and instrumental ensembles or orchestras, including 
children's and youth groups, director of a Choral schola [choir that sings Gregorian 
chant/plainsong], 

•  managing sacred music outside the liturgy e.g. in (church) concerts,  
•  musical education work in the parish and region,  
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•  particular promotion of singing in general, which these days largely takes place only in church 
 services, 
•  educational activities relating to the role of church music,  
•  ecumenical activities relating to church music that are particularly necessary and fruitful 

between the catholic and the protestant church and all other Christian churches  
•  offering specialist advice for structuring church services and (church) concerts, choosing choral 

and organ repertoire, setting up and maintaining music archives,  
•  carrying out the organisational tasks associated with the job, 
•  offering advice on organ building matters (construction, restoration and maintenance), 
•  involvement in cultural life, e.g. in institutions, associations, communities,  
•  development of vocal and instrumental ensembles and groups (for all age groups) 

that are key both to building community and community awareness and to social integration, 
and  

•  training and developing (non-professional) organists, choral and ensemble directors and 
cantors at their place of work and in the region (deanery, district).  

 
 

Master’s Programme Qualifications 
 

Graduates of the Master's Programme are qualified, as church musicians and as 
organists, choral directors and cantors, to manage, evaluate and develop all aspects 
of church music. They have extensive knowledge of the gamut of church music, 
including from academic, artistic, historic, current and potential future perspectives. 
This knowledge includes, in particular, contemporary church music and Neues 
Geistliches Lied. They manage and develop church music, while taking into account 
current liturgical reference and integrating all forms of spiritual music into the life of 
the church and society. In addition they have developed the ability to communicate 
with experts and laypeople alike, and can develop and evaluate technical information 
and ideas, identify and offer solutions to problems and present their knowledge and 
rational arguments at all levels. They are able to initiate and guide innovation and 
change. They are rooted in the Austrian church music tradition, which is highly 
respected internationally. They are aware of the extraordinary educational role that 
church music plays in musical life and its traditional affiliation with music education. 
Graduates can apply the skills they have acquired to jobs directly related to their 
studies and to alternative or new areas of work in a professional manner. 
Graduates of the Master's Programme have the following competences: choral and 
orchestral conducting (including children's and youth choir), organ, organ 
improvisation and liturgical organ playing, Gregorian chant, liturgical composition. 
Depending on the study emphases chosen they develop a specialism in, and particular in-depth 
knowledge of instrumental, vocal and academic subjects. The deepening of academic 
knowledge through research-led teaching, which also includes a master's thesis, places 
graduates in a position to apply the knowledge acquired in a broad, multidisciplinary context. 
Furthermore, it enables them to form critical judgements within the context of the complexity 
of the subject and to develop an ability to learn that equips them for self-guided, autonomous 
continuing professional development. Specialisation in areas of church music leads to a focus 
on the highest possible qualifications in the chosen disciplines. Such qualifications are necessary 
for professional activities that call for a high level of technical expertise.  



University of Music and Performing Arts Graz | Leonhardstraße 15 | 8010 Graz | Status: WS 2022/23 

a) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Choral and Orchestral 
Conducting equips graduates in particular to deal with all fields of sacred choral and 
choral/orchestral music in liturgy and concerts. They have the fundamental skills for 
professional work with both amateur ensembles and professional groups and the 
necessary background knowledge to make extensive use of historical and current 
repertoire. 
b) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Organ equips graduates in 
particular to perform organ repertoire from all periods, including the modern period, in 
liturgy and concerts. They are experienced in all fields of artistic improvisation and in 
all forms of liturgical organ playing for masses, daily offices, celebration of 
sacraments and other types of church services. They act as an accompanist for 
soloists, ensembles, choirs and orchestras as well as appearing alongside them as a 
soloist. 
c) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Gregorian chant equips 
graduates in particular to manage the repertoire of liturgical monody from all periods, 
but particularly from the early and high mediaeval period, including the forms of 
associated customary and composed polyphony in liturgy and concerts. Their 
knowledge of this repertoire extends beyond the current publications and as a result 
of their academic knowledge, they are able to develop and prepare new performance 
material from the manuscript sources. 
d) The degree programme with the study emphasis on Liturgical Composition 
equips graduates in particular to compose works for liturgy and sacred concerts, in 
dialogue with and integrated into the different forms of contemporary music. They 
acquire the necessary knowledge to develop suitably functional and artistically 
cohesive liturgical music that fits the ritual of the liturgy as a whole and can also 
include opportunities for congregational participation. Graduates are able to arrange 
liturgical music for specific situations at all levels required in ecclesiastical music and 
prepare Gebrauchsmusik (utility music) with artistic merit.  

 
The structure of the curriculum enables students: 
•  to choose emphases in their vocal or instrumental training in the master’s programme through 

5 possible options,  
•  to complete parts of the study programme at other internationally recognised universities (e.g. 

within the EU and in the USA)  
•  and to qualify for an academic and/or artistic doctoral programme.  

 
Graduates of the Master's Programme Catholic and Protestant Church Music are particularly 
equipped, beyond the qualifications acquired in the bachelor’s programme, to take on artistic, 
academic, educational and organisational roles of interregional significance: 

 
•  at places such as cathedrals or collegiate churches that demand the highest level of artistic 

excellence in their vocal and/or instrumental music,  
•  at places that have overall responsibility for the ecclesiastical music of a region, a diocese or a 

province,  
•  at places that have central responsibility for ecclesiastical music education and training, 
•  composing, editing and arranging music for the liturgy and extra-liturgical events, 
•  directing, forming and overseeing academic research for Gregorian choirs and ensembles, 
• acquiring competence for organ research, and  
•  carrying out academic and/or artistic work in university and non-university fields.  
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After completing their studies, graduates therefore work primarily in the following areas: 
 
•  at cathedral churches, in parishes and at churches with particular liturgical and cultural roles, 
•  in regional and diocesan church posts,  
•  in conservatoires for church music and music schools,  
•  in universities,  
•  in cultural management and tourism (cultural tourism)  
•  in music archives, 
•  in the publishing sector and media, and  
•  in freelance capacities.  
 
In combination with theological and/or educational training (additional training): 
 
•  as pastoral assistants,  
•  teaching at various types of schools, in adult education, at training institutes and at other 

educational institutions,  
•  in libraries, and  
•  in liturgical institutes and pastoral offices. 


